STATE OF NEBRASKA 
CLASS CODE:
X62311

CLASS SPECIFICATION
SALARY GRADE:
370

EST: 03/76 - REV: 08/89
OVERTIME STATUS:
N
AGRICULTURE INSPECTION SPECIALIST I

DESCRIPTION:   This is entry level inspection work that is related to the regulation program within the State Department of Agriculture.  Employees of this class work under close supervision with frequent checks and consultations with the supervisor; performs related work as required.

EXAMPLES OF WORK:  (A position not be assigned all the duties listed, nor do the listed examples include all the duties that may be assigned.)

Conducts routine inspections to ensure compliance with Nebraska law in one of the following areas:  feed/fertilizer, entomology/horticulture, apiary, livestock, dairy, or weights and measurers.

Follows set inspection procedures as designated by the supervisor and/or State and Federal rules and regulations.

Collect, code and ship inspection samples to the State Agriculture Laboratory for further analysis.

Recommends action to be taken on a violation of the law to the supervisor.

Responds to consumer complaints and prepares a recommendation for additional action for review by supervisor.

Attends seminars and meetings provided to better acquaint the inspector with new laws and regulations.

Learns to operate and maintain under close supervision specialized equipment relating to specific area of inspection.

Prepares inspection reports, and issues notices to operators requiring improvement of facilities or methods.

Learns to consult with and educate the public; producers and business proprietors in the solution of problems and in explaining governmental laws, rules and regulations relating to programs within the Department of Agriculture.

Investigates complaints concerning non compliance to determine the relevance of the complaints, reports any violations, and schedules follow-up review or other appropriate action.

FULL PERFORMANCE KNOWLEDGES, ABILITIES, AND SKILLS REQUIRED:  (These may be acquired on the job and are needed to perform the work assigned.)

Knowledge of:  the laws and regulations in specific area of inspection; general personal computer operations.

Ability to:  interpret and utilize current manuals and departmental policies and procedures; prepare technical reports on field investigations; operate field laboratory equipment and specialized sampling equipment.

AGRICULTURE INSPECTION SPECIALIST I (continued)

ENTRY KNOWLEDGES, ABILITIES, AND SKILLS REQUIRED:  (Applicants will be screened for possession of these through written, oral, performance, and/or other  evaluations.)

Knowledge of:  specific area of inspection within the Department of Agriculture; techniques of interviewing.

Ability to:  interact with individuals to gain their confidence and to establish rapport; communicate orally and in writing with the public and business people; prioritize work in a time efficient manner; compile and interpret inspection data; prepare accurate and concise reports; interpret and apply agency guidelines, rules and procedures.

Sufficient stamina to work outdoors in inclement weather and in environment exposed to physical hazards, infectious diseases and toxic/hazardous substances.

JOB PREPARATION GUIDELINES:  (Entry knowledge, abilities, and/or skills may be acquired through, BUT ARE NOT LIMITED TO, the following coursework/training and/or experience.)

Minimum high school education or equivalent and 2 years related work experience.  Experience in a regulatory setting or experience related to the specific type of inspections conducted preferred.

SPECIAL NOTE
Regular overnight and extended travel may be required in this job.

