STATE OF NEBRASKA
CLASS CODE:
V62353

CLASS SPECIFICATION
SALARY GRADE:
14

EST: 02/74 - REV: 07/84
OVERTIME STATUS:
N
ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH SCIENTIST III

DESCRIPTION:  Under limited supervision, develops and implements environmental health program or functions as a lead worker in a district office, performs specialized work in environmental health programs, and serves as consultant or advisor or environmental health matters; performs related work as required.

EXAMPLES OF WORK:  (A position may not be assigned all the duties listed, nor do the listed examples include all the duties that may be assigned.)

Approves licensing of facilities involved in assigned environmental health programs.

Conducts field standardization training sessions for other division staff and local health agency staff engaged in evaluating facilities covered by the environmental health programs assigned.

Prepares and updates materials related to environmental health programs including field evaluation sheets, technical interpretative and/or instructional bulletins, and program procedural information.

Analyzes the effects of environmental regulations, legislation, standards, or policies on assigned environmental health programs, and when necessary, initiates action to make the necessary changes.

Prepares written and oral reports and correspondence concerning the findings of investigations and recommendations for corrective action.

Monitors compliance methods and schedules to ensure corrective action is taken by those in violation of environmental health laws and standards.

Plans and conducts environmental health investigations and inspections of private and public water supplies and sewage/solid waste systems, recreational/campground areas, day care/group residential facilities, mobile home parks, swimming pools, state institutions, state and local public facilities, food programs, and other environmental locations and situations to evaluate these sites and to ensure compliance with applicable environmental health laws, regulations, and standards.

Coordinates the operations of environmental health programs with the operations of other agencies and with the activities of interested groups.

Operates and maintains specialized environmental health equipment and various detection and monitoring instruments to ensure compliance with federal, State, and local health and safety regulations.

Evaluates and approves plans and specifications for the installation of water and sewage disposal systems and mobile home parks to ensure their adequacy and compliance with laws, regulations, and standards.

Investigations and determines the justification of complaints from the public relative to alleged violations of environmental health laws, rules, and regulations.

ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH SCIENTIST III  (continued)

Consults with and educates the public, health agency staff, business proprietors and operators, and industry and government officials on environmental practices and abatement procedures, on solutions to environmental problems, and allowable tolerances and construction design requirements to promote environmental health and to suggest methods for complying with health laws and standards.

Drafts recommendations as directed and promotes adoption of regulations and policies consistent with established environmental practices.

Designs and conducts educational seminars, training courses, and public meetings to promote public understanding and acceptance of environmental laws, regulations, programs, and projects.

Evaluates environmental health data to determine the existence and causes of violations of environmental health laws and standards.

Investigates disease outbreaks to determine the nature and scope of epidemiological occurrences.

Prepares reports, exhibits, and other program information to provide material necessary for potential legal actions by the agency.

FULL PERFORMANCE KNOWLEDGES, ABILITIES, AND SKILLS REQUIRED:  (These may be acquired on the job and are needed to perform the work assigned.)

Knowledge of:  the techniques and procedures involved in writing program regulations.

Ability to:  instruct other agency staff in the principles and practices of environmental health inspections and investigations; plan, organize, and coordinate a state-wide technical environmental health program; recommend and development of new or revised policies and procedures; interpret pertinent laws, regulations, policies, and procedures of the agency to local government officials and the public; prepare and present testimony at court.

ENTRY KNOWLEDGES, ABILITIES, AND SKILLS REQUIRED:  (Applicants will be screened for possession of these through written, oral, performance, and/or other evaluations.)

Knowledge of:  the principles of natural and physical sciences applicable to environmental health and sanitation; the laws, regulations, and standards pertaining to environmental health programs; the operation and care of environmental measuring and detection equipment; the methods of corrective action used to control or correct various environmental problems; ground/soil structure, water tables, topography, and density requirements; the principles of soil treatment of sewage effluent; the layout and design of food service operations; the causes and control of disease produced by the unsanitary conditions.

Ability to:  assess and prioritize public health hazards; develop schedules of compliance; determine the cause and effect of public health hazards, write technical reports on environmental health issues; communicate orally and in writing with public officials, business people, and the public; explain environmental health laws, regulations, and standards; interpret blueprints, plans, and specifications; present information before groups to educate and inform; compile and interpret data relative to environmental health and sanitation conditions.

ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH SCIENTIST III (continued)
Sufficient stamina to work outdoors in inclement weather and in environments exposed to physical hazards, infectious diseases, and toxic/hazardous substances.

JOB PREPARATION GUIDELINES:  (Entry knowledge, abilities, and/or skills may be acquired through, BUT ARE NOT LIMITED TO, the following coursework/training and/or experience.)

Registration as a Registered Sanitarian in the State of Nebraska.

SPECIAL NOTE
Overnight and/or regular day travel outside the city of residence is required of incumbents of this job class.

