STATE OF NEBRASKA
CLASS CODE:
M53110

CLASS SPECIFICATION
SALARY GRADE:
204

EST:  06/78 - REV:  01/98
OVERTIME STATUS:
N
LABORATORY ASSISTANT

DESCRIPTION:  Under immediate supervision, performs routine support work in a laboratory, including preparing labels, numbering and arranging samples, cleaning work areas and equipment, washing glassware, assembling kits, or packing or unpacking mail or delivery packages of samples; preparing specimens, media, solutions, and/or reagents; and/or performing simple, routine laboratory tests; performs related work as required. 

EXAMPLES OF WORK:  (A position may not be assigned all the duties listed, no do the listed examples include all the duties that may be assigned.) 

Gathers, assembles, labels, packages, and/or mails collecting bottles, tubes, filter or blotter paper, chemicals, forms, instructions, boxes, or other supplies to prepare and distribute sampling kits for specific substances or conditions. 

Collects, gathers, decontaminates, washes, and/or sterilizes laboratory glassware, equipment, and reusable supplies to prepare for storage or distribution. 

Numbers, records, and arranges specimens received for testing to facilitate the completion of paperwork, the tracing of samples through the various processes and the maintenance of the connection between the specific sample batches and the testing and analysis results. 

Mixes, fabricates, or extracts solutions, media, and reagents to prepare for laboratory testing. 

Centrifuges, pipettes, dissects, riffles, grinds, distills, titrates, mounts, weighs, digests, cultures, or extracts samples to prepare specimens for testing. 

Orders, stores, and inventories perishable or breakable materials and equipment to maintain supplies necessary for laboratory operations. 

Tests samples to perform simple, routine, and rigidly controlled procedures for examination and analysis of bacteria, chemical or biological materials, or agents of infectious diseases. 

Completes or enters paperwork on samples and records of tests results to file or record in house and/or forward to the proper persons. 

Calculates, compiles, and/or records data or test results to determine and report finding, to identify and pull samples showing abnormal test results, and/or to prepare the samples for the next step in the examination and analysis procedures. 

FULL PERFORMANCE KNOWLEDGES, ABILITIES, AND SKILLS REQUIRED:  (These may be acquired on the job and are needed to perform the work assigned.) 

Knowledge of:  laboratory practices and procedures; laboratory safety precautions and procedures; laboratory sanitation procedures; chemical or biological terms; metric measurements. 

Ability to:  understand and complete laboratory paperwork; follow standard practices in performance of duties; handle dangerous organisms or chemicals; operate basic laboratory equipment. 

LABORATORY ASSISTANT (continued)

ENTRY KNOWLEDGES, ABILITIES, AND SKILLS REQUIRED:  (Applicants will be screened for possession of these through written, oral, performance, and/or other evaluations.) 

Ability to:  read and comprehend instructions and label information; follow oral and written instructions; fill out forms; calculate solutions to arithmetical problems involving addition, subtraction, multiplication, division, decimals, and percentages; count. 

JOB PREPARATION GUIDELINES:  (Entry knowledge, abilities, and/or skills may be acquired through, BUT ARE NOT LIMITED TO, the following coursework/training and/or experience.) 

No specific coursework/training nor experience is required for entry to this class.

