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GAME AND PARKS CONSERVATION OFFICER

DESCRIPTION:  This is work in the enforcement of fish, wildlife, boating, and park laws and regulations and other criminal and traffic laws as required to fulfill the responsibilities of a state peace officer.  Employees in this class work under the general supervision of a Conservation Officer Supervisor.  Performs related work as required in support of the general law enforcement responsibilities as well as many other agency programs.

EXAMPLES OF WORK:  (A position may not be assigned all the duties listed, nor do the listed examples include all the duties that may be assigned.)

Patrols assigned territory; investigates complaints and enforces wildlife, boating, and park laws and regulations in the protection and management of fish and wildlife, park/recreation and wildlife management areas, and in furtherance of boating safety.

Collects, preserves and submits evidence of unlawful acts; serves search and arrest warrants; serves as a prosecution witness in court.

Investigates, advises and reports on stream pollution and wildlife depredation complaints.

Assists in working with farmers and ranchers to obtain their cooperation to include good wildlife management practices in land-use plans.

Assists in fish and wildlife census and fish rescue operations.

Assists in the inspection of bodies of water to approve or reject applications for fish stocking.

Cooperates with related state and federal agencies in adapting their programs to include wildlife conservation practices; arranges local meetings to explain regulations, changes or proposed programs; conducts hunter safety and boating safety instructor training courses.

Prepares and presents radio and television programs; establishes and maintains contact with newspaper editors and other news media managers in an assigned area; assists in planning fair and sport show exhibits and helps staff informational booths at such events.

Participates in other public relations functions and educational programs.

Assists with the management of state wildlife resources by conducting field surveys and similar wildlife management activities.

May assist in the training of new Conservation Officers.

Maintains records and prepares related reports associated with many functions.

GAME AND PARKS CONSERVATION OFFICER (continued)

FULL PERFORMANCE KNOWLEDGES, ABILITIES, AND SKILLS REQUIRED:  (These may be acquired on the job and are needed to perform the work assigned.)

Knowledge of:  state and federal laws and regulations pertaining to the conservation of fish and wildlife; boating and park laws and regulations; traffic and criminal laws; law enforcement principles and procedures, effective patrol and investigation methods, and the ability to apply this knowledge.

Ability to:  detect and suppress fish and wildlife law violations and to maintain the respect and cooperation of others; communicate effectively in support of all job functions; coordinate and lead the work of any assigned subordinates or junior officers; and train Conservation Officers if assigned to training duties.

ENTRY KNOWLEDGES, ABILITIES, AND SKILLS REQUIRED:  (Applicants will be screened for possession of these through written, oral, performance, and/or other evaluations.)

Knowledge of:  law enforcement principles and procedures and effective patrol and investigation methods; and departmental rules and regulations.

Ability to:  communicate with and relate to fellow employees, the general public, the media, and other governmental employees; and to keep records and write reports.

Skill in:  the handling and use of firearms and other outdoor recreation-related equipment.

Knowledge in fish and wildlife identification, life histories and habits, and wildlife management principles.

JOB PREPARATION GUIDELINES:  (Entry knowledge, abilities, and/or skills may be acquired through, BUT ARE NOT LIMITED TO, the following coursework/training and/or experience.)

High school education or equivalent.  Law enforcement, agriculture, resource management, public service, education, hunting, fishing, boating, and camping experience or education is helpful.  Advanced education (college/university/technical) in wildlife management, natural resource management, criminal justice or related fields also beneficial.  Must possess a current Nebraska motor vehicle operator’s license.

