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EPIDEMIOLOGY SURVEILLANCE COORDINATOR

DESCRIPTION:  Under administrative supervision, incumbents are responsible to design, implement, integrate, and administer complex state wide epidemiology surveillance systems and/or design, develop, implement, and conduct complex epidemiological studies involving chronic or acute diseases, infections, or injuries.  Provides epidemiological leadership and direction in preparation for or response to disease and/or infection outbreaks.  Coordinates with State Medical Epidemiologists in the investigation of threats of bioterrorism and outbreaks.
DISTINGUISHING CLASS CHARACTERISTICS:  Class is differentiated from the Health Surveillance Specialist class based on independent responsibility to design, develop, integrate, implement, and conduct complex epidemiological surveillance systems or studies involving complex data sets and factors.

EXAMPLES OF WORK:  (A position may not be assigned all the duties listed, nor do the listed examples include all duties that may be assigned.)

Design, develop, implement, integrate, and administer complex state wide epidemiological surveillance systems such as bioterrorism, emerging infections, CODES, and the Health Alert Network.
Design, develop, implement, and conduct epidemiological studies involving chroinic or acute diseases, infections, or injuries.
Determine the objective, methodology, and protocol for epidemiological studies to be conducted.  This would involve study leadership, researching the need for a study and determining study aspects such as identification and linkage of multiple data bases, case definitions, inclusion criteria, statistical analysis tools, stratification identification, beta testing, and development of data collection process.  Conducted studies involve complex data sets involving large number of fields, multiple medical conditions, questionable data, data set linkage, and utilization of sophisticated statistical analytical software packages.
Coordinate with physicians, public health departments, medical centers, clinics, emergency responders, state agencies, and State Patrol in the epidemiological surveillance system integration and utilization.  Conduct analytical studies to determine the effectiveness of surveillance systems to respond to bioterrorism or other outbreaks, prepare strategic plans to address system gaps, educate health care providers/medical centers/ laboratories and others on system utilization, and coordinate with data owners on data system improvement.

Interpret, evaluate, and analyze surveillance data to prepare and disseminate epidemiological reports, identify and analyze incidents, prevalence, trends and causes of injuries and diseases, and develop and/or recommend/implement intervention measures to control or prevent the spread of new or emerging infectious diseases.

EPIDEMIOLOGY SURVEILLANCE COORDINATOR  (continued) 

FULL PERFORMANCE KNOWLEDGES, ABILITIES, AND SKILLS REQUIRED:  (These may be acquired on the job and are needed to perform the work assigned.)

Knowledge of:  Epidemiological principles and practices related to the surveillance, investigative techniques, proper prevention and control techniques for diseases and infections, medical knowledge of data to be collected ana analyzed, statistical tools, epidemiological study methodologies and protocols, Nebraska regulations and policies involving reportable diseases and infections, and state wide surveillance system structures and operations..

Ability to: independently design, develop, implement, integrate, and conduct epidemiological systems, models, and studies, conduct analytical studies of system capabilities, influence participation of medical practitioners and other health players, analyze complex health data, prepare studies and reports, explain and defend complex medical studies and recommendations.
JOB PREPARATION GUIDELINES:  (Entry knowledge, abilities, and/or other skills be acquired through, BUT ARE NOT LIMITED TO, the following course work/training and/or experience.)

Customary qualifications is a masters degree in epidemiology, public health, biostatistics or other health care related field.  Additional training and experience in the application of epidemiological principles and practices is required, including surveillance, investigative techniques, implementation and control measures and evaluation measures, and system design and implementation.
