STATE OF NEBRASKA
CLASS CODE:
H74931

CLASS SPECIFICATION
SALARY GRADE:
285

EST:  10/02 - REV:  00/00
OVERTIME STATUS:
E

HEALTH SURVEILLANCE SPECIALIST

DESCRIPTION:  Under limited supervision, utilizing epidemiological methodology, collects, analyzes, evaluates, validates, interprets, and presents disease and/or health related data.  Position is normally focused to a single health/disease program area involving multiple data sets of moderate sizes and complexity such as Cardiovascular health or Tobacco control.  Data sets contain information regarding major health problems and behavioral risk factors.  Class is distinguished from the Community Health Educator Class based on the primary assignment of epidemiological data collection, analysis, validation and interpretations.  Class is distinguished from the Epidemiology Surveillance Coordinator class functioning under administrative supervision to provide leadership in design, establish, and quality control of complex epidemiology surveillance systems.

EXAMPLES OF WORK:   (A position may not be assigned all of the duties listed, nor do the listed examples include all duties that may be assigned.)

Collaborate with the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention on the development and implementation of surveillance of a single or various health/disease area.

Lead State epidemiological evaluation activities for a health/disease area and compile the annual health/disease report. Incorporates recommendations into the program evaluation design and implementation.
Assist state and local coalitions in the measurement of policy/environmental indicators and evaluation of health/disease controls and/or strategies.

Collecting, analyzing, validating, and evaluating data related to various health/disease issues, related risk factors, and the evaluation of intervention controls and strategies.

Assist the Nebraska Office of Minority Health in the analysis and interpretation of health data from the state Minority Behavioral Risk Factor Survey and related interventional initiatives.
Collaborate with the Nebraska Medicaid Program, the University of Nebraska, and other research programs to assess the existence, prevalence, prognosis, trends, and potential impact on various health/disease states.

Prepare periodic reports and presentations on specific health/disease states, including manuscripts for publication. Summary reports of data sets.
FULL PERFORMANCE KNOWLEDGE, ABILITIES, AND SKILLS REQUIRED:  (These may be acquired on the job and are needed to perform the work assigned.)

Knowledge of: trends in risk factors, health/disease related conditions and interventions for a specific health/disease program;  SAS and EPI information software.

Ability to:  facilitate groups in program evaluations and effectively collaborate with CDC, agency, and community officials in the collection and assessment of health/disease data sets and  control/intervention initiatives.

HEALTH SURVEILLANCE SPECIALIST (continued)
ENTRY KNOWLEDGE, ABILITIES, AND SKILLS REQUIRED:   (Applicants will be screened for possession of these through written, oral, performance, and/or other evaluations.)

Knowledge of:  epidemiological research practices and procedures for the collection, analysis, evaluation, and validation of health/disease data sets;  descriptive statistics, statistical inference, and statistical theory;  public health principles and health care delivery systems.

Ability to:  make presentations, use problem solving techniques, communicate effectively, evaluate impact of health/disease initiatives, analyze and interpret epidemiological data sets, advise program officials on best epidemiological approach.
JOB PREPARATION GUIDELINES:  (Entry knowledge, skills, and abilities may be acquired through, BUT ARE NOT LIMITED TO, the following course work/training and/or experience.)

A general qualification guideline would be a Bachelors Degree in Public Health, Statistics, or Health Education and several years of experience in data analysis, statistics, and interpretation of epidemiological data in the relevant disease/health subject area.

