STATE OF NEBRASKA
CLASS CODE:
G47240

CLASS SPECIFICATION
SALARY GRADE:
18

EST: 11/84 - REV: 10/97
OVERTIME STATUS:
E
AGRICULTURE ANIMAL EPIDEMIOLOGIST

DESCRIPTION:  Under general direction, administers the federal-state cooperative Market Cattle Identification (MCI) program and Pseudo rabies Control Program, which are responsible for the surveillance of cattle and swine in monitoring and identifying brucellosis and pseudo rabies infected animals, administers all other state and federal programs relating to the surveillance, control and/or eradication of animal diseases; assists the Nebraska Department of Agriculture's Bureau of Animal Industries on disease outbreaks; develops specific testing protocol (procedures) for the Livestock Disease Control Laboratory to be used in the detection of animal disease; monitors livestock disease outbreaks to determine their cause and to develop a program to control the spread of and eradication of the disease; performs related work as required.

EXAMPLES OF WORK:  (A position may not be assigned all the duties listed, nor do the listed examples include all the duties that may be assigned.)

Consults with field personnel to develop a herd plan, which includes the authorized actions that can take place and the actions that will be taken (legal or administrative) if the herd owner does not comply, to control and/or eradicate the disease condition in the herd.

Consults with field veterinarians, field personnel and central office personnel to maintain an accurate and functioning brucellosis surveillance system to assist in detection and eradication of brucellosis.

Reviews all field investigations and test results for all regulated animal diseases to ensure that the disease has been eradicated from the infected animals and that all proper procedures have been instigated.

Evaluates all field tests results received by the Nebraska Bureau of Animal Industry from the Nebraska Livestock Disease Laboratory, University of Nebraska Laboratory and the National Veterinary Service Laboratory to determine if further testing and/or investigation is necessary.

Directs the MCI program to ensure that Nebraska maintains or exceeds federal standards for a "Class A" brucellosis status of cattle herds in Nebraska.

Participates in developing and revising Nebraska statutes and administrative rules that pertain to animal diseases, animal importation and livestock market activities.

Develops new protocol (procedures) for the Livestock Disease Laboratory to follow in testing animal serum samples for specific diseases to reduce the workload and backlog.

FULL PERFORMANCE KNOWLEDGES, ABILITIES, AND SKILLS REQUIRED:  (These may be acquired on the job and are needed to perform the work assigned.)

Knowledge of:  federal and state regulations relating to specific animal diseases and movement of livestock.

Ability to:  technically supervise field veterinarians and field staff; manage animal disease programs.

AGRICULTURE ANIMAL EPIDEMIOLOGIST (continued)

ENTRY KNOWLEDGES, ABILITIES, AND SKILLS REQUIRED:  (Applicants will be screened for possession of these through written, oral, performance, and/or other evaluations.)

Knowledge of:  veterinary science; immunology; laboratory testing procedures for animal diseases.

Ability to:  communicate orally and in writing with livestock producers, veterinarians and legislative personnel; to interpret animal disease test reactions.

JOB PREPARATION GUIDELINES: (Entry knowledge, abilities, and/or skills may be acquired through, BUT ARE NOT LIMITED TO, the following coursework/training and/or experience.)

Doctor of veterinary medicine degree from an approved college, State of Nebraska veterinary license, and advanced schooling specializing in public health epidemiology immunology; plus three years of experience in private practice preferred, but not mandatory; equivalent experience through a prior veterinary clinic or practice can be substituted.

