STATE OF NEBRASKA
CLASS CODE:
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CLASS SPECIFICATION
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272
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OVERTIME STATUS:
N
ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY FIELD DATA SPECIALIST

DESCRIPTION:  Under general supervision, collects samples on environmental quality in support of all divisions in the agency.  Activities of this classification include survey design and planning, investigation, surveillance, and monitoring as they relate to environmental quality.  This is full-performance, journey level work which includes responsibility for programs within the scope of the section.

EXAMPLES OF WORK:  (A position may not be assigned all the duties listed, nor do the listed examples include all the duties that may be assigned.)

Implements special environmental surveys, studies, and routine (ambient) sampling.

Collects aquatic biological samples including fish, macro-invertebrates, and algae communities.

Collects physical and chemical samples of surface water, ground water, soil, sludge, oil, and hazardous waste materials.

Collects samples of airborne pollutants.

Operates, maintains, calibrates, and repairs equipment used in environmental sample collection.

Provides quality assurance and quality control of samples and data and provides pertinent field information to support the interpretation of environmental data.

Reviews scientific literature to enhance understanding of sampling techniques and procedures and to develop new procedures.

Provides technical sampling assistance, information and recommendations to State, Federal, and local agencies and to the general public on the collection of environmental quality data.

Represents the Department at public meetings, seminars, schools, and at professional organizations.

Testifies in hearings as an expert witness to verify data collection, and field observations on investigations which require legal action.

Assists in other program areas within the section and in other sections of the agency.

Reviews EPA Guidance Documents, and Memorandum, Federal Register notices, Federal and State Regulations, professional journals and trade magazines to keep abreast of emerging issues.

ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY FIELD DATA SPECIALIST (continued)

FULL PERFORMANCE KNOWLEDGES, ABILITIES, AND SKILLS REQUIRED:  (These may be acquired on the job and are needed to perform the work assigned.)

Knowledge of:  current theories, principles, techniques, equipment and procedures used in environmental sample collection; local, State and Federal environmental laws, regulations and standards.

Ability to:  recognize environmental irregularities, evaluate cause and effect relationships and arrive at solutions; present technical information and conclusion to technical and non-technical audiences; use sampling equipment and overcome malfunctions or irregularities in the field; develop sampling schemes to meet identified objectives.

ENTRY KNOWLEDGES, ABILITIES, AND SKILLS REQUIRED:  (Applicants will be screened for possession of these through written, oral, performance, and/or other evaluations.)

Knowledge of:  experimental design; biological, physical and chemical sciences applied to pollution abatement and control; analytical procedures used in scientific fields; quality assurance procedures; basic hydro-geology concepts; farming, industry and land use practices as they relate to environmental pollution; basic functional concepts of sewage treatment plants; hazardous and toxic materials and their adverse effects on the environment.

Ability to:  establish and maintain effective working relationships with public and private officials and with the general public; plan and organize work effectively; communicate effectively both orally and in writing; interpret and apply technical information, standards, regulations, and laws.

JOB PREPARATION GUIDELINES:  (Entry knowledge, abilities, and/or skills may be acquired through, BUT ARE NOT LIMITED TO, the following coursework/training and/or experience.)

Post high school education with major coursework in biological, physical or environmental science plus one year of work experience in a related area such as ecology, geology, hydrology, waste treatment plant operation, etc.

OR

five years work experience directly related to the field of environmental pollution control.

