State of Nebraska (State Purchasing Bureau) RETURN TO:

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL FOR CONTRACTUAL T e e
SERVICES FORM Lincoln, Nebraska 68508
Phone: 402-471-6500
Fax: 402-471-2089
SOLICITATION NUMBER RELEASE DATE
RFP 517671 December 8, 2015
OPENING DATE AND TIME PROCUREMENT CONTACT
January 12, 2016 2:00 p.m. Central Time Michelle Thompson / Teresa Fleming

This form is part of the specification package and must be signed in ink and returned, along with proposal documents, by
the opening date and time specified.
PLEASE READ CAREFULLY!
The State of Nebraska, Administrative Services (AS), Materiel Division, State Purchasing Bureau, is issuing
this Request for Proposal, RFP Number 517671 for the purpose of selecting a qualified contractor to provide
claims administration and medical management service for the State of Nebraska’s Workers’ Compensation
Program.

Written questions are due no later than December 22, 2015, and should be submitted via e-mail to
as.materielpurchasing@nebraska.gov Written questions may also be sent by facsimile to (402) 471-2089.

Bidder should submit one (1) original of the entire proposal. Proposals must be submitted by the proposal due
date and time.

PROPOSALS MUST MEET THE REQUIREMENTS OUTLINED IN THIS REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL TO BE
CONSIDERED VALID. PROPOSALS WILL BE REJECTED IF NOT IN COMPLIANCE WITH THESE
REQUIREMENTS.

1. Sealed proposals must be received in State Purchasing Bureau by the date and time of proposal opening
per the schedule of events. No late proposals will be accepted. No electronic, e-mail, fax, voice, or
telephone proposals will be accepted.

2. This form “REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL FOR CONTRACTUAL SERVICES” MUST be manually signed, in
ink, and returned by the proposal opening date and time along with bidder’s proposal and any other
requirements as specified in the Request for Proposal in order for a bidder’s proposal to be evaluated.

3. ltis the responsibility of the bidder to check the website for all information relevant to this solicitation to
include addenda and/or amendments issued prior to the opening date. Website address is as follows:
http://das.nebraska.gov/materiel/purchasing.html

IMPORTANT NOTICE: Pursuant to Neb. Rev. Stat. 884-602.02, all State contracts in effect as of January 1,
2014 will be posted to a public website beginning July 1, 2014. All non-proprietary or non-confidential
information as defined by Law WILL BE POSTED FOR PUBLIC VIEWING.

Contractor hereby grants permission to the State of Nebraska and/or its agencies to reprint or republish any
and all copyrighted documents related to Contractor’s response to this Request for Proposal, and any and all
figures, illustrations, photographs, charts, and other supplementary material on a website accessible by the
public pursuant to Neb. Rev. Stat. 884-602.02. This waiver does not apply to proprietary information properly
submitted in a separate sealed, package clearly marked “Proprietary.”

Contractor represents and warrants that the contents of this response to Request for Proposal and all figures,
illustrations, photographs, charts, and other supplementary material herein are original and do not libel anyone
or infringe upon any patent, copyright, proprietary right, or any other right whatsoever of any other party.
Contractor represents and warrants that Contractor has full power and authority to execute this Copyright
Release and to grant the State of Nebraska and/or its agencies the right granted herein.

Contractor agrees to indemnify, defend, and hold harmless the State of Nebraska and/or its agencies against
any and all claims, suits, and/or judgments, including costs, expenses, damages, and reasonable legal fees



based upon and arising from Contractor’s violation of the rights of others and/or by reason of a breach of any
of the foregoing warranties.

BIDDER MUST COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING

By signing this Request for Proposal for Contractual Services form, the bidder guarantees compliance with the
provisions stated in this Request for Proposal, agrees to the terms and conditions unless otherwise agreed to
(see Section Ill) and certifies that bidder maintains a drug free work place environment.

Per Nebraska’s Transparency in Government Procurement Act, Neb. Rev Stat §73-603 DAS is required to
collect statistical information regarding the number of contracts awarded to Nebraska Contractors. This
information is for statistical purposes only and will not be considered for contract award purposes.

NEBRASKA CONTRACTOR AFFIDAVIT: Bidder hereby attests that bidder is a Nebraska Contractor.
“‘Nebraska Contractor” shall mean any bidder who has maintained a bona fide place of business and at least
one employee within this state for at least the six (6) months immediately preceding the posting date of this
RFP.

| hereby certify that | am a Resident disabled veteran or business located in a designated
enterprise zone in accordance with Neb. Rev. Stat. §73-107 and wish to have preference, if applicable,
considered in the award of this contract.

FIRM:

COMPLETE ADDRESS:

TELEPHONE NUMBER: FAX NUMBER:
SIGNATURE: DATE:

TYPED NAME & TITLE OF SIGNER:
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GLOSSARY OF TERMS

ACD: A system or application software program that serves to route incoming calls to the most available and appropriate
agent.

Acceptance Test Procedure: Benchmarks and other performance criteria, developed by the State of Nebraska or other
sources of testing standards, for measuring the effectiveness of products or services and the means used for testing such
performance.

Addendum: Something to be added or deleted to an existing document; a supplement.

After Receipt of Order (ARO): After Receipt of Order

Agency: Any state agency, board, or commission other than the University of Nebraska, the Nebraska State colleges, the
courts, the Legislature, or any other office or agency established by the Constitution of Nebraska.

Agent/Representative: A person authorized to act on behalf of another.

Amend: To alter or change by adding, subtracting, or substituting.

Amendment: A written correction or alteration to a document.

Appropriation: Legislative authorization to expend public funds for a specific purpose. Money set apart for a specific use.
Award: All purchases, leases, or contracts which are based on competitive proposals will be awarded according to the
provisions in the Request for Proposal. The State reserves the right to reject any or all proposals, wholly or in part, or to
award to multiple bidders in whole or in part. The State reserves the right to waive any deviations or errors that are not
material, do not invalidate the legitimacy of the proposal, and do not improve the bidder's competitive position. All awards

will be made in a manner deemed in the best interest of the State.

Best and Final Offer (BAFO): In a competitive bid, the final offer submitted which contains the bidder’s (vendor’s) most
favorable terms for price.

Best Practices: The TPA’s standard performance guidelines which are internal standards that are published and followed,
and are equal to or better than industry best practices.

Bid/Proposal: The offer submitted by a vendor in a response to written solicitation.

Bid Bond: An insurance agreement, accompanied by a monetary commitment, by which a third party (the surety) accepts
liability and guarantees that the vendor will not withdraw the bid.

Bidder: A vendor who submits an offer bid in response to a written solicitation.

Business: Any corporation, partnership, individual, sole proprietorship, joint-stock company, joint venture, or any other
private legal entity.

Business Day: Any weekday, except State-recognized holidays.
Calendar Day: Every day shown on the calendar including Saturdays, Sundays, and State/Federal holidays.
Cancellation: To call off or revoke a purchase order without expectation of conducting or performing it at a later time.

Central Processing Unit (CPU): Any computer or computer system that is used by the State to store, process, or retrieve
data or perform other functions using Operating Systems and applications software.

Collusion: An agreement or cooperation between two or more persons or entities to accomplish a fraudulent, deceitful, or
unlawful purpose.

Commodities: Any equipment, material, supply or goods; anything movable or tangible that is provided or sold.
Commodities Description: Detailed descriptions of the items to be purchased; may include information necessary to obtain
the desired quality, type, color, size, shape, or special characteristics necessary to perform the work intended to produce the

desired results.

Competition: The effort or action of two or more commercial interests to obtain the same business from third parties.
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Confidential Information: Unless otherwise defined below, “Confidential Information” shall also mean proprietary trade
secrets, academic and scientific research work which is in progress and unpublished, and other information which if released
would give advantage to business competitors and serve no public purpose (see Neb. Rev. Stat. §84-712.05(3)). In
accordance with Nebraska Attorney General Opinions 92068 and 97033, proof that information is proprietary requires
identification of specific, named competitor(s) who would be advantaged by release of the information and the specific
advantage the competitor(s) would receive.

Contract: An agreement between two or more parties creating obligations that are enforceable or otherwise recognizable at
law; the writing that sets forth such an agreement.

Contract Administration: The management of the contract which includes and is not limited to; contract signing, contract
amendments and any necessary legal actions.

Contract Management: The management of day to day activities at the agency which includes and is not limited to ensuring
deliverables are received, specifications are met, handling meetings and making payments to the Contractor.

Contract Period: The duration of the contract.
Contractor: Any individual or entity having a contract to furnish commaodities or services.

Cooperative Purchasing: The combining of requirements of two or more political entities to obtain advantages of volume
purchases, reduction in administrative expenses or other public benefits.

Copyright: A property right in an original work of authorship fixed in any tangible medium of expression, giving the holder
the exclusive right to reproduce, adapt and distribute the work.

Critical Program Error: Any Program Error, whether or not known to the State, which prohibits or significantly impairs use
of the Licensed Software as set forth in the documentation and intended in the contract.

Customer Service: The process of ensuring customer satisfaction by providing assistance and advice on those products or
services provided by the Contractor.

Default: The omission or failure to perform a contractual duty.

Deviation: Any proposed change(s) or alteration(s) to either the terms and conditions or deliverables within the scope of the
written solicitation or contract.

Enterprise Application Integration (EAI): A business computing term for the plans, methods, and tools aimed at
modernizing, consolidating, and coordinating.

Evaluation: The process of examining an offer after opening to determine the vendor’s responsibility, responsiveness to
requirements, and to ascertain other characteristics of the offer that relate to determination of the successful award.

Evaluation Committee: Committee(s) appointed by the requesting agency that advises and assists the procuring office in
the evaluation of bids/proposals (offers made in response to written solicitations).

Extension: Continuance of a contract for a specified duration upon the agreement of the parties beyond the original
Contract Period. Not to be confused with “Renewal Period”.

Extensible Markup Language (XML): A markup language that defines a set of rules for encoding documents in a formant
which is both human-readable and machine readable.

Free on Board (F.O.B.) Destination: The delivery charges are included in the quoted price and prepaid by the vendor.
Vendor is responsible for all claims associated with damages during delivery of product.

Free on Board (F.O.B.) Point of Origin: The delivery charges are not included in the quoted price and are the
responsibility of the agency. Agency is responsible for all claims associated with damages during delivery of product.

Foreign Corporation: A foreign corporation that was organized and chartered under the laws of another state, government,
or country.

Installation Date: The date when the procedures described in “Installation by Contractor®, and “Installation by State”, as
found in the RFP, or contract, are completed.

Late Bid/Proposal: An offer received after the Opening Date and Time.
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Licensed Software Documentation: The user manuals and any other materials in any form or medium customarily
provided by the Contractor to the users of the Licensed Software which will provide the State with sufficient information to
operate, diagnose, and maintain the Licensed Software properly, safely, and efficiently.

Mandatory/Must: Required, compulsory, or obligatory.

May: Discretionary, permitted; used to express possibility.

Module (see System): A collection of routines and data structures that perform a specific function of software.

Must: See Shall/Will/Must.

MSA vendor: Medicare Vendor who provides services to a client for Medical set asides.

National Institute for Governmental Purchasing (NIGP): National Institute of Governmental Purchasing — Source used for
assignment of universal commodity codes to goods and services.

Open Database Connectivity (ODBC): A standard programming language middleware API for accessing database
management systems.

Open Market Purchase: Authorization may be given to an agency to purchase items above direct purchase authority due to
the unique nature, price, quantity, location of the using agency, or time limitations by the AS Materiel Division, State
Purchasing Bureau.

Opening Date and Time: Specified date and time for the public opening of received, labeled, and sealed formal proposals.

Operating System: The control program in a computer that provides the interface to the computer hardware and peripheral
devices, and the usage and allocation of memory resources, processor resources, input/output resources, and security
resources.

Outsourcing: The contracting out of a business process which an organization may have previously performed internally or
has a new need for, to an independent organization from which the process is purchased back.

Payroll & Financial Center (PFC): Electronic procurement system of record.

Performance Bond: An insurance agreement, accompanied by a monetary commitment, by which a third party (the surety)
accepts liability and guarantees that the Contractor fulfills any and all obligations under the contract.

Platform: A specific hardware and Operating System combination that is different from other hardware and Operating
System combinations to the extent that a different version of the Licensed Software product is required to execute properly in
the environment established by such hardware and Operating System combination.

Pre-Bid/Pre-Proposal Conference: A meeting scheduled for the purpose of clarifying a written solicitation and related
expectations.

Preferred Provider Organizations (PPO): A network of medical providers who have been selected for high quality and
level of discounting.

Product: Something that is distributed commercially for use or consumption and that is usually (1) tangible personal
property, (2) the result of fabrication or processing, and (3) an item that has passed through a chain of commercial
distribution before ultimate use or consumption.

Program Error: Code in Licensed Software which produces unintended results or actions, or which produces results or
actions other than those described in the specifications. A program error includes, without limitation, any Critical Program
Error.

Program Set: The group of programs and products, including the Licensed Software specified in the RFP, plus any
additional programs and products licensed by the State under the contract for use by the State.

Project: The total scheme, program, or method worked out for the accomplishment of an objective, including all
documentation, commodities, and services to be provided under the contract.

Proposal: See Bid/Proposal.

Proprietary Information: Proprietary information is defined as trade secrets, academic and scientific research work which
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is in progress and unpublished, and other information which if released would give advantage to business competitors and
serve no public purpose (see Neb. Rev. Stat. 884-712.05(3)). In accordance with Attorney General Opinions 92068 and
97033, proof that information is proprietary requires identification of specific, named competitor(s) who would be advantaged
by release of the information and the specific advantage the competitor(s) would receive.

Protest/Grievance: A complaint about a governmental action or decision related to a Request for Proposal or resultant
contract, brought by a vendor who has timely submitted a bid response in connection with the award in question, to AS
Materiel Division or another designated agency with the intention of achieving a remedial result.

Public Proposal Opening: The process of opening correctly submitted offers at the time and place specified in the written
solicitation and in the presence of anyone who wished to attend.

Recommended Hardware Configuration: The data processing hardware (including all terminals, auxiliary storage,
communication, and other peripheral devices) to the extent utilized by the State as recommended by the Contractor.

Release Date: The date of public release of the written solicitation to seek offers

Renewal Period: Optional contract periods subsequent to the original Contract Period for a specified duration with
previously agreed to terms and conditions. Not to be confused with Extension.

Request for Information (RFI): A general invitation to vendors requesting information for a potential future solicitation. The
RFI is typically used as a research and information gathering tool for preparation of a solicitation.

Request for Proposal (RFP): A written solicitation utilized for obtaining competitive offers.

Responsible Bidder: A bidder who has the capability in all respects to perform fully and lawfully all requirements with
integrity and reliability to assure good faith performance.

Responsive Bidder: A bidder who has submitted a bid which conforms to all requirements of the solicitation document.

Service Oriented Architecture (SOA): An architectural pattern in computer software design in which application
components provide services to other components.

Shall/Will/Must: An order/command; mandatory.
Should: Expected; suggested, but not necessarily mandatory.

Software License: Legal instrument with or without printed material that governs the use or redistribution of licensed
software.

Sole Source — Commodity: When an item is available from only one source due to the unique nature of the requirement,
its supplier, or market conditions.

Sole Source — Services: A service of such a unique nature that the vendor selected is clearly and justifiably the only
practical source to provide the service. Determination that the vendor selected us justifiably the sole source is based on
either the uniqueness of the service or sole availability at the location required.

Specifications: The detailed statement, especially of the measurements, quality, materials, and functional characteristics,
or other items to be provided under a contract.

System (see Module): Any collection or aggregation of two (2) or more Modules that is designed to function, or is
represented by the Contractor as functioning or being capable of functioning, as an entity.

Termination: Occurs when either party, pursuant to a power created by agreement or law, puts an end to the contract prior
to the stated expiration date. All obligations which are still executory on both sides are discharged but any right based on
prior breach or performance survives.

Trade Secret: Information, including, but not limited to, a drawing, formula, pattern, compilation, program, device, method,
technique, code, or process that (a) derives independent economic value, actual or potential, from not being known to, and
not being ascertainable by proper means by, other persons who can obtain economic value from its disclosure or use; and
(b) is the subject of efforts that are reasonable under the circumstances to maintain its secrecy (see Neb. Rev. Stat. §87-
502(4)).

Trademark: A word, phrase, logo, or other graphic symbol used by a manufacturer or vendor to distinguish its product from
those of others, registered with the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office.
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Upgrade: Any change that improves or alters the basic function of a product of service.

Vendor: An individual or entity lawfully conducting business in the State of Nebraska, or licensed to do so, who seeks to
provide goods or services under the terms of a written solicitation.

Vendor Performance Report: A report issued to the Contractor by State Purchasing Bureau when products or services
delivered or performed fail to meet the terms of the purchase order, contract, and/or specifications, as reported to State
Purchasing Bureau by the agency. The State Purchasing Bureau shall contact the Contractor regarding any such report. The
vendor performance report will become a part of the permanent record for the Contractor. The State may require vendor to
cure. Two such reports may be cause for immediate termination.

Will: See Shall/Will/Must.

Work Day: See Business Day.
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ACRONYMS

EAIl: Enterprise Application Integration

EDI: Electronic Data Transfer

FCM: Field Nurse Case Manager

FTP: File Transfer Protocol

LOA: Leave of Absence

LWD: Lost Work day

MMSEA: Medicare, Medicaid and SCHIP Extension Act of 2007 (Section 111)
MSP: Medicare Secondary Payer

ODBC: Open Database Connectivity

PPO: Preferred Provider Organizations
RMIS: Risk Management Information System
ROI: Return on Investment

RTW: Return to Work

SIU: Special Investigative Unit

SMART: Specific, Measurable, Achievable, Realistic, Timely
SOA: Service Oriented Architecture

TCM: Telephone Nurse Case Manager
TPA: Third Party Administrator

UM: Utilization Management

UR: Utilization Review

WC: Worker's Compensation

XML: Extensible Markup Language
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. SCOPE OF THE REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL

The State of Nebraska, Administrative Services (AS), Materiel Division, State Purchasing Bureau (hereafter known as State
Purchasing Bureau), is issuing this Request for Proposal, RFP Number 5176Z1 for the purpose of selecting a qualified
Contractor to provide claims administration and medical management service for the State of Nebraska's Workers’
Compensation Program. Any resulting contract is not an exclusive contract to furnish the services provided for in this
Request for Proposal, and does not preclude the purchase of similar services from other sources.

A contract resulting from this Request for Proposal will be issued from date of award through June 30, 2021. The contract
has the option to be renewed for two (2) additional two (2) year periods as mutually agreed upon by all parties. The State
reserves the right to extend the period of this contract beyond the termination date when mutually agreeable to the
Contractor and the State of Nebraska.

ALL INFORMATION PERTINENT TO THIS REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL CAN BE FOUND ON THE INTERNET AT:
http://das.nebraska.gov/materiel/purchasing.html

A. SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
The State expects to adhere to the tentative procurement schedule shown below. It should be noted, however, that
some dates are approximate and subject to change.

ACTIVITY DATE/TIME
1. |Release Request for Proposal December 8, 2015
2. |Last day to submit written questions December 22, 2015
3. |State responds to written questions through Request for Proposal
“Addendum” and/or “Amendment” to be posted to the Internet at: December 29, 2015

http://das.nebraska.gov/materiel/purchasing.html
4. |Proposal opening
Location: State Purchasing Bureau

January 12, 2016

1526 K Street, Stite 130 cooPt
Lincoln, NE 68508
5. |Review for conformance of mandatory requirements January 12, 2016
6. |Evaluation period January 15, 2016 —
January 29, 2016
7. |“Oral Interviews/Presentations and/or Demonstrations” (if required) TBD

8. |Post “Letter of Intent to Contract” to Internet at:

http://das.nebraska.gov/materiel/purchasing.html February 1, 2016

9. |Contract finalization period February 1, 2016 —
February 29, 2016
10. |Contract award / Contractor start date March 1, 2016
11. [Implementation March 1, 2016 —
June 30,2016
12. [Date Contractor will start processing claims July 1, 2016
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PROCUREMENT PROCEDURES

PROCURING OFFICE AND CONTACT PERSON
Procurement responsibilities related to this Request for Proposal reside with the State Purchasing Bureau. The
point of contact for the procurement is as follows:

Name: Michelle Thompson / Teresa Fleming
Agency: State Purchasing Bureau
Address: 1526 K Street, Suite 130
Lincoln, NE 68508
Telephone: 402-471-6500
Facsimile: 402-471-2089
E-Mail: as.materielpurchasing@nebraska.gov

GENERAL INFORMATION

The Request for Proposal is designed to solicit proposals from qualified vendors who will be responsible for
providing claims administration and medical management service for the State of Nebraska’s Workers’
Compensation Program at a competitive and reasonable cost. Proposals that do not conform to the mandatory
items as indicated in the Request for Proposal will not be considered.

Proposals shall conform to all instructions, conditions, and requirements included in the Request for Proposal.
Prospective bidders are expected to carefully examine all documentation, schedules, and requirements stipulated in
this Request for Proposal, and respond to each requirement in the format prescribed.

A fixed-price contract will be awarded as a result of this proposal. In addition to the provisions of this Request for
Proposal and the awarded proposal, which shall be incorporated by reference in the contract, any additional
clauses or provisions required by the terms and conditions will be included as an amendment to the contract.

CUSTOMER SERVICE

In addition to any specified service requirements contained in this agreement, the Contractor agrees and
understands that satisfactory customer service is required. Contractor will develop or provide technology and
business procedures designed to enhance the level of customer satisfaction and to provide the customer
appropriate information given their situation. Contractor, its employees, Subcontractors, and agents must be
accountable, responsive, reliable, patient, and have well-developed communication skills as set forth by the
customer service industry’s best practices and processes.

COMMUNICATION WITH STATE STAFF AND EVALUATORS

From the date the Request for Proposal is issued until a determination is announced regarding the selection of the
Contractor, contact regarding this project between potential Contractors and individuals employed by the State is
restricted to only written communication with the staff designated above as the point of contact for this Request for
Proposal. Bidders shall not have any communication with, or attempt to communicate with or influence in any way,
any evaluator involved in this RFP.

Once a Contractor is preliminarily selected, as documented in the intent to contract, that Contractor is restricted
from communicating with State staff until a contract is signed. Violation of this condition may be considered
sufficient cause to reject a Contractor’s proposal and/or selection irrespective of any other condition.

The following exceptions to these restrictions are permitted:

1. written communication with the person(s) designated as the point(s) of contact for this Request for
Proposal or procurement;

2. contacts made pursuant to any pre-existing contracts or obligations; and

3 State-requested presentations, key personnel interviews, clarification sessions or discussions to finalize a
contract.

Violations of these conditions may be considered sufficient cause to reject a bidder's proposal and/or selection
irrespective of any other condition. No individual member of the State, employee of the State, or member of the
Evaluation Committee is empowered to make binding statements regarding this Request for Proposal. The buyer
will issue any clarifications or opinions regarding this Request for Proposal in writing.

WRITTEN QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

Any explanation desired by a bidder regarding the meaning or interpretation of any Request for Proposal provision
must be submitted in writing to the State Purchasing Bureau and clearly marked “RFP Number 5176Z1; Worker’'s
Compensation Program Questions”. It is preferred that questions be sent via e-mail to
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as.materielpurchasing@nebraska.gov. Questions may also be sent by facsimile to 402-471-2089, but must include
a cover sheet clearly indicating that the transmission is to the attention of Michelle Thompson / Teresa Fleming,
showing the total number of pages transmitted, and clearly marked “RFP Number 517671; Worker's Compensation
Program Questions”.

It is recommended that Bidders submit questions sequentially numbered, include the RFP reference and page
number using the following format.

Question RFP Section RFP Page Question
Number Reference Number

Written answers will be provided through an addendum to be posted on the Internet at
http://das.nebraska.gov/materiel/purchasing.html on or before the date shown in the Schedule of Events.

ORAL INTERVIEWS/PRESENTATIONS AND/OR DEMONSTRATIONS

The Evaluation Committee(s) may conclude after the completion of the Technical and Cost Proposal evaluation that
oral interviews/presentations and/or demonstrations are required in order to determine the successful bidder. All
bidders may not have an opportunity to interview/present and/or give demonstrations; the State reserves the right to
select only the top scoring bidders to present/give oral interviews in its sole discretion. The scores from the oral
interviews/presentations and/or demonstrations will be added to the scores from the Technical and Cost Proposals.
The presentation process will allow the bidders to demonstrate their proposal offering, explaining and/or clarifying
any unusual or significant elements related to their proposals. Bidders’ key personnel may be requested to
participate in a structured interview to determine their understanding of the requirements of this proposal, their
authority and reporting relationships within their firm, and their management style and philosophy. Bidders shall not
be allowed to alter or amend their proposals. Only representatives of the State and the presenting bidders will be
permitted to attend the oral interviews/presentations and/or demonstrations.

Once the oral interviews/presentations and/or demonstrations have been completed the State reserves the right to
make a contract award without any further discussion with the bidders regarding the proposals received.

Detailed notes of oral interviews/presentations and/or demonstrations may be recorded and supplemental
information (such as briefing charts, et cetera) may be accepted; however, such supplemental information shall not
be considered an amendment to a bidders' proposal. Additional written information gathered in this manner shall
not constitute replacement of proposal contents.

Any cost incidental to the oral interviews/presentations and/or demonstrations shall be borne entirely by the bidder
and will not be compensated by the State.

SUBMISSION OF PROPOSALS
The following describes the requirements related to proposal submission, proposal handling, and review by the
State.

To facilitate the proposal evaluation process, one (1) original of the entire proposal should be submitted. Proposals
must be submitted by the proposal due date and time. A separate sheet must be provided that clearly states
which sections have been submitted as proprietary or have copyrighted materials. All proprietary information
the bidder wishes the State to withhold must be submitted in accordance with the instructions outlined in Section Il,
Proprietary Information. Proposal responses should include the completed Form A, Bidder Contact Sheet.
Proposals must reference the Request for Proposal number and be sent to the specified address. Please note that
the address label should appear as specified in Section Il part A on the face of each container or bidder's bid
response packet. Rejected late proposals will be returned to the bidder unopened, if requested, at bidder's
expense. If a recipient phone number is required for delivery purposes, 402-471-6500 should be used. The
Request for Proposal number must be included in all correspondence.

Emphasis should be concentrated on conformance to the Request for Proposal instructions, responsiveness to
requirements, completeness, and clarity of content. If the bidder's proposal is presented in such a fashion that
makes evaluation difficult or overly time consuming, it is likely that the proposal will be rejected.

IMPORTANT NOTICE: Pursuant to Neb. Rev. Stat. 884-602.02, all State contracts in effect as of January 1, 2014
will be posted to a public website beginning July 1, 2014. All non-proprietary or non-confidential information as
defined by Law WILL BE POSTED FOR PUBLIC VIEWING.

The Technical and Cost Proposals should be presented in separate sections (loose-leaf binders are preferred) on

standard 8 2" x 11” paper, except that charts, diagrams and the like may be on fold-outs which, when folded, fit into
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the 8 %2” by 11” format. Pages may be consecutively numbered for the entire proposal, or may be numbered
consecutively within sections. Figures and tables must be numbered consecutively within sections. Figures and
tables must be numbered and referenced in the text by that number. They should be placed as close as possible to
the referencing text.

PROPOSAL OPENING

The sealed proposals will be publicly opened and the bidding entities announced on the date, time, and location
shown in the Schedule of Events. Proposals will be available for viewing by those present at the proposal opening.
Vendors may also contact the State to schedule an appointment for viewing proposals after the Intent to Award has
been posted to the website.

LATE PROPOSALS

Proposals received after the time and date of the proposal opening will be considered late proposals. Rejected late
proposals will be returned to the bidder unopened, if requested, at bidder's expense. The State is not responsible
for proposals that are late or lost due to mail service inadequacies, traffic, or any other reason(s).

REJECTION OF PROPOSALS

The State reserves the right to reject any or all proposals, wholly or in part, or to award to multiple bidders in whole
or in part. The State reserves the right to waive any deviations or errors that are not material, do not invalidate the
legitimacy of the proposal and do not improve the bidder's competitive position. All awards will be made in a
manner deemed in the best interest of the State.

EVALUATION OF PROPOSALS

All responses to this Request for Proposal which fulfill all mandatory requirements will be evaluated. Each category
will have a maximum possible point potential. The State will conduct a fair, impartial, and comprehensive
evaluation of all proposals in accordance with the criteria set forth below. The State may elect to use a third-party to
conduct credit checks as part of the corporate overview evaluation. Areas that will be addressed and scored during
the evaluation include:

1. Corporate Overview shall include but is not limited to:
a. the ability, capacity, and skill of the bidder to deliver and implement the system or project that
meets the requirements of the Request for Proposal;

b. the character, integrity, reputation, judgment, experience, and efficiency of the bidder;
c. whether the bidder can perform the contract within the specified time frame;
d. the quality of bidder performance on prior contracts;
e. such other information that may be secured and that has a bearing on the decision to award the
contract;
2. Technical Approach; and
3. Cost Proposal.

Neb. Rev. Stat. §73-107 allows for a preference for a resident disabled veteran or business located in a
designated enterprise zone. When a state contract is to be awarded to the lowest responsible bidder, a resident
disabled veteran or a business located in a designated enterprise zone under the Enterprise Zone Act shall be
allowed a preference over any other resident or nonresident bidder, if all other factors are equal.

Resident disabled veterans means any person (a) who resides in the State of Nebraska, who served in the
United States Armed Forces, including any reserve component or the National Guard, who was discharged
or otherwise separated with a characterization of honorable or general (under honorable conditions), and
who possesses a disability rating letter issued by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs
establishing a service-connected disability or a disability determination from the United States Department
of Defense and (b)(i) who owns and controls a business or, in the case of a publicly owned business, more
than fifty percent of the stock is owned by one or more persons described in subdivision (a) of this
subsection and (ii) the management and daily business operations of the business are controlled by one or
more persons described in subdivision(a) of this subsection. Any contract entered into without compliance
with this section shall be null and void.

Therefore, if a resident disabled veteran or business located in a designated enterprise zone submits a bid in
accordance with Neb. Rev. Stat. §73-107 and has so indicated on the RFP cover page under “Bidder must
complete the following” requesting priority/preference to be considered in the award of this contract, the following
will need to be submitted by the vendor within ten (10) business days of request:

a Documentation from the United States Armed Forces confirming service;
b. Documentation of discharge or otherwise separated characterization of honorable or general
(under honorable conditions);
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c. Disability rating letter issued by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs establishing a
service-connected disability or a disability determination from the United States Department of
Defense; and

d. Documentation which shows ownership and control of a business or, in the case of a publicly
owned business, more than fifty percent of the stock is owned by one or more persons described
in subdivision (a) of this subsection; and the management and daily business operations of the
business are controlled by one or more persons described in subdivision (a) of this subsection.

Failure to submit the requested documentation within ten (10) business days of notice will disqualify the bidder from
consideration of the preference.

Evaluation criteria will become public information at the time of the Request for Proposal opening. Evaluation
criteria and a list of respondents will be posted to the State Purchasing Bureau website at
http://das.nebraska.gov/materiel/purchasing.html  Evaluation criteria will not be released prior to the proposal
opening.

EVALUATION COMMITTEE

Proposals will be independently evaluated by members of the Evaluation Committee(s). The Evaluation
Committee(s) will consist of staff with the appropriate expertise to conduct such proposal evaluations. Names of
the members of the Evaluation Committee(s) will not be published.

Prior to award, bidders are advised that only the point of contact indicated on the front cover of this Request for
Proposal For Contractual Services Form can clarify issues or render any opinion regarding this Request for
Proposal. No individual member of the State, employee of the State, or member of the Evaluation Committee(s) is
empowered to make binding statements regarding this Request for Proposal.

Any contact, or attempted contact, with an evaluator that is involved with this RFP may result in the rejection of this
proposal and further administrative actions may be taken.

MANDATORY REQUIREMENTS

The proposals will first be examined to determine if all mandatory requirements listed below have been addressed
to warrant further evaluation. Proposals not meeting mandatory requirements will be excluded from further
evaluation. The mandatory requirement items are as follows:

Request for Proposal For Contractual Services form, signed in ink;
Section Il Terms and Conditions

Corporate Overview;

Technical Approach; and

Cost Proposal.

o=

REFERENCE CHECKS

The State reserves the right to check any reference(s), regardless of the source of the reference information,
including but not limited to, those that are identified by the company in the proposal, those indicated through the
explicitly specified contacts, those that are identified during the review of the proposal, or those that result from
communication with other entities involved with similar projects. The State may use a third-party to conduct
reference checks.

Information to be requested and evaluated from references may include, but is not limited to, some or all of the
following: financial stability of the company, project description and background, job performed, functional and
technical abilities, communication skills and timeliness, cost and schedule estimates and accuracy, problems (poor
quality deliverables, contract disputes, work stoppages, et cetera), overall performance, and whether or not the
reference would rehire the firm or individual. Only top scoring bidders may receive reference checks, and negative
references may eliminate bidders from consideration for award.

SECRETARY OF STATE/TAX COMMISSIONER REGISTRATION REQUIREMENTS

All bidders should be authorized to transact business in the State of Nebraska. All bidders are expected to comply
with all Nebraska Secretary of State Registration requirements. It is the responsibility of the bidder to comply with
any registration requirements pertaining to types of business entities (e.g. person, partnership, foreign or domestic
limited liability company, association, or foreign or domestic corporation or other type of business entity). The
bidder who is the recipient of an Intent to Award will be required to certify that it has so complied and produce a true
and exact copy of its current (within ninety (90) calendar days), valid Certificate of Good Standing or Letter of Good
Standing; or in the case of a sole proprietorship, provide written documentation of sole proprietorship. This must be
accomplished prior to the award of the contract. Construction Contractors are expected to meet all applicable
requirements of the Nebraska Contractor Registration Act and provide a current, valid certificate of registration.

Page 5
SPB RFP Revised: 09/23/2015


http://das.nebraska.gov/materiel/purchasing.html

Further, all bidders shall comply with any and all other applicable Nebraska statutes regarding transacting business
in the State of Nebraska. Bidders should submit the above certification(s) with their bid.

If a bank is registered with the Office of Comptroller of Currency, it is not required to register with the State.
However, the Office of Comptroller of Currency does have a certificate of good standing/registration. The bank
could provide that for verification. (Optional)

VIOLATION OF TERMS AND CONDITIONS

Violation of the terms and conditions contained in this Request for Proposal or any resultant contract, at any time
before or after the award, shall be grounds for action by the State which may include, but is not limited to, the
following:

1. Rejection of a bidder’s proposal;
2. Suspension of the bidder from further bidding with the State for the period of time relative to the
seriousness of the violation, such period to be within the sole discretion of the State.

Page 6
SPB RFP Revised: 09/23/2015



TERMS AND CONDITIONS

By signing the “Request for Proposal for Contractual Services” form, the bidder guarantees compliance with the provisions
stated in this Request for Proposal, agrees to the Terms and Conditions unless otherwise agreed to, and certifies bidder
maintains a drug free work place environment.

Bidders are expected to closely read the Terms and Conditions and provide a binding signature of intent to comply with the
Terms and Conditions; provided, however, a bidder may indicate any exceptions to the Terms and Conditions by (1) clearly
identifying the term or condition by subsection, and (2) including an explanation for the bidder’s inability to comply with such
term or condition which includes a statement recommending terms and conditions the bidder would find acceptable.
Rejection in whole or in part of the Terms and Conditions may be cause for rejection of a bidder’s proposal. Bidders must
include completed Section Il with their proposal response.

A. GENERAL
Accept | Reject | Reject & Provide | NOTES/COMMENTS:
(Initial) | (Initial) | Alternative within
RFP Response
(Initial)
The contract resulting from this Request for Proposal shall incorporate the following documents:
1. Amendment to Contract Award with the most recent dated amendment having the highest priority;
2. Contract Award and any attached Addenda;
3. The Request for Proposal form and the Contractor’s Proposal, signed in ink
4. Amendments to RFP and any Questions and Answers; and
5. The original RFP document and any Addenda.
These documents constitute the entirety of the contract.
Unless otherwise specifically stated in a contract amendment, in case of any conflict between the incorporated
documents, the documents shall govern in the following order of preference with number one (1) receiving
preference over all other documents and with each lower numbered document having preference over any higher
numbered document: 1) Amendment to Contract Award with the most recent dated amendment having the highest
priority, 2) Contract Award and any attached Addenda, 3) the signed Request for Proposal form and the
Contractor’s Proposal, 4) Amendments to RFP and any Questions and Answers, 5) the original RFP document and
any Addenda.
Any ambiguity in any provision of this contract which shall be discovered after its execution shall be resolved in
accordance with the rules of contract interpretation as established in the State of Nebraska.
Once proposals are opened they become the property of the State of Nebraska and will not be returned.
B. AWARD
Accept | Reject | Reject & Provide | NOTES/COMMENTS:
(Initial) | (Initial) | Alternative within

RFP Response
(Initial)

All purchases, leases, or contracts which are based on competitive proposals will be awarded according to the
provisions in the Request for Proposal. The State reserves the right to reject any or all proposals, in whole or in
part, or to award to multiple bidders in whole or in part, and at its discretion, may withdraw or amend the Request
for Proposal at any time. The State reserves the right to waive any deviations or errors that are not material, do not
invalidate the legitimacy of the proposal, and do not 